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ti. 
the 
‘* king of floods,” rises from a small 
spring about two miles from Cirencester, 
in Gloucestershire, which is called the 
Thames Head. ‘The river docs not, how- 


Tue Thames, which has beer 
cally and correctly enough calle 


ever, as is 


metally supposed, take the 
name z from its afterwards 
passing near. the town of Thame ; but 


most prot from the Saxon Temesc, 
or the British word Tavuys, which sig- 
ag a stream. 

great supply of water that swells 


the.early course of this river is occasioned 
Vor. H. 





by the rivulets which flow from different 
parts of the wolds or hills in Gloucester- 
shire. About a mile from its source it 
receives considerable accession from seve- 
ral springs issuing out of the eastern side 
of the wolds. Taking its course east. 
ward, the Thames becomes navigable at 
Lechlade,; whence it continues its course 
north-east to Oxford, where it receives 
the Cherwell. It enters Berkshire near 
Fairford, thence flows to Reading, and 
washing the towns of Windsor and Eton, 
flows on to London. Nothing can be 
more picturesque re its devious course 
4k 
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towards the metropolis, along banks-of 
sueh , and ‘abounding in scenery 
80 , that one of its many poets 
might well observes— 
“Sash fields, such woods, such stately piles 
Such awe gtace the earth, such tow’rs the 


air, 
That ‘Thames with Roman Tiber may com- 
pare.” 


After runt throngh the metropolis, he, 


the forme rs —— past —— 
until joi edway they pay 
their point tribute to the ocean at the Nore. 





TIME’S WARNING.—A VISION. 
(For the Mirror.) 
« IT had a dream, which was not o// a dream.” 
YRON. 
Tt was my turn to contribute my quota 
of pthenate F to the friends who were 
assembled round roaring fire one of these 


winter eveni * So,” quoth I, “ your 
laughter the i subsided at our alas 
gossip’s last list ‘ lordes and ladyes 


gay’ to a night’s ramble of the imagina- a} 


poe ese Mer ne ace ody nga 
; not displease wa) 
of contzast*wish: dha. many footie’ we 
have had the of hearing. 


E was wandering t’other 





an equal steady 
light around. An elderly ersonage, and 
withal grave-looking, was the only human 


being. t- I accosted him after tak- 
ing a slight survey of the ex 

scene, witha view to ascertain the mean- - 
ing thereof. ‘Friend,’ said he, ‘behold 


of the principle of existence in the various 
individuals’ of the world. You have ob- 
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again are consuming L 
dily. My name is TrMe, and I have the 
these lights committed to 


night,” was the answer. ‘Show me now 
the length and measure of my own days.” 
—‘ Good friend,” his wand was accord- 


“ 
ow my old monitor and his lights 
suddenly vanished into the sir, and be old 
an immense crowd: of surroundad 
me, and we were'all assembled in a cathe- 


of the people was 
salt Oosanrad ‘bine, e 


very. the seperted peer. ich, a most 


amids le confusion: 
of the auditory, with great-and impressive 
of manner :— 


solemnity 


Being. who made: you, and’ to. 
work out your own salvation: by an active 
faith in the ever-blessed Redeemer He 
hasprovided. You are quickly hastening 
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on the of a precipice, pursuing the 
very baubles of a day, while you cannot 
deny, that to-morrow’s sun may light you 
to the tomb! © what were an antedilu- 


myself, till m 
ously hurried away and placed in a lonel 
chamber, where by te lg of a single 
taper, I discovered a the lid was 
anes aside, I advanced towards it, and 
ere the mortal remaitis of one 
who = amidst. the melancholy a 
ness of dissolution ap youn; 
lovel wae vais Yented ae ane leh the 
cheek, but it was whiter than the shroud 
which en 
closed, y: t I cannot describe it; 
there was mingled the repose of sweet 
sleep, in short with the changed counte- 


ment, these words ai to 
from its motionless : ‘Be ye also 
ready, for in such an as ye think 


not, the Son of Man cometh !’I awoke, 
and like John Bunyan, behold it was a 
dream ; but such an one as may not soon 


be effaced from my memory. 


Dee. 18, 1823. Epear. 





the form; the eye was - 
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(For the Mirror.) 
To talk of “deeds of days of other 
t, an em- 


ths, ployment ety detan beanie, 


in which all participate in proportion 
ois ingen. Winemaint we. 
spective glance at the once various and 
virtuous pastimes of those who have long 


to that overflowed with benevolence, and 


when.all appeared y: and gay. But 
has itept forward and us of 


“ The gnit,the glow, of national delight.” . 

How great is the contrast now. The 

in the customs and manners ef 
the English,-is almost incredible. _ I fear 
our “old English hospi 9” 80 calcu- 
lated to cement. the band -of union, has 
porate by a fastidious maxim of 
l ig the value of a friend by-the-cut 
of a Coat, or the tié of a neckcloth. The 


‘ormerly on Christmas, there was a 
“run of merry days,” all features indi- 
cated that theirs was the tri of-inno- 
cent pleasures, which unel the: la- 


But this once hosp: 
scarcely deemed worthy of tecord.. The 
middle class of society make a pa- 
rade with their extra unustal ponlieg, 
and a game at cards, while the opulen 
pass it unnoticed. No seassail-boyt is 
mow passed round, no native innocent 
holly bough, which while it decks the 
window, is a natural piece of piety, and 
shows you have a relish for the.green 


workl; no mark is displayed af the 
«olden tyme” when 
hospital. ‘ <i 2°9U 91 ie UY 
ew Year's Day was also beld an one 
of “joy and ngras 3” but 
L 


all was Jove and 


the 
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* bowl of spice ale,” with the “* New 
year’s gifts” we neither taste nor reccive. 
Easter, Whitsuntide,, dic. were times too, 
when all chimed “ right merrily.” 

These native pleasures, and emblems of 

Min our a sg never 
ba es to nourish, have lost their ef- 
fect. The rustic dance is Sonnet, the 
nodding green bi grass no longer 
nao trampling of the heavy hobbed 
Prail-shoe, aiid all proclaims a sullen 
silence. In shori, what was calculated to 
suit the necessary ‘‘ hours of idleness” is 
encompassed by the veil of oblivion. 

That month of “love and flowers” 
May, consecrated to Flora, and celebrated 
for the circling may-pole dance, is no 
longer distinguished by the manly sports 
in archery, and running and pitching the 
bar. Even the swect eglantine and the 
blushing rose grow unadorned, while the 
decking of the meer on ce Bing 
spoil” (an acknowl t quiet 
nso. of nature) is unknown. 

Why, I might ask, has this oat, 
occurred ? Do we see them i re 
actions further promoting the ypines 
of man in their earthly shape ? and more 
directly ting out his duty to Him 
from whem dllevecladting felicity springs ? 
or rather, do we not find them frequently 
usurped dy y Proceedings involving the 
honour, honesty, and humanity of num- 
bers in ruin and disgrace, gaming and 


ge meer ? 
pn of man is so formed as 
to require, at different periods, “ hours of 


idleness :” they fit the mind for its more 
important functions. /Esop was found at 
lay = children ; and Moses was 
. Human nature Says 
Addison, « is not so miserable as that we 
should be always melancholy ; nor so 
happy as that we should’be always merry. 
In a word, a man should not live’ as if 
there was no God in the world, nor, at 
pe eg time, as if there were no men 
” 
I fear I have already trespassed,too far 
= x widely-circulated pages ; but 
uced to make the following extract 
from the work of an intelligent writer, 
who has thus spoken on the subject of the 
doctrine of our ancient customs :—‘ Bi- 
gotry came in and forced them awa 
then came Debauchery and ‘identi ed 
all pleasure with the town; then Avarice, 
and we have ever since been mistaking 
the means for the end. Fortunately, it 
does not follow that we. should always 
sh aireamiane oat 
t is y ex maybe is 
helping to diffuse. knowledg 
other. gains, all selfish aaa penne ea 
systems ef acquisition, tend to over-do 
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themselves. Knowledge may go on, 
must do s0;)-but .knowledge,.. so. far from 
being incompatible with . simplicity of 
pleasures, is the quickest to conceive its 
wealth. - Chaucer. would. lie. for -hours 
looking at the daisies. Scipio and Le- 
lius could amuse themselves with making 
ducks. and drakes on the water ;,and Aj- 
fred.the Great could act the whole pact of 
a minstrel.” Tam, &c. joer 
Tuesday, Dee: 16. A. B.C. 


CHAS ae AT GOLDS. 


There are few places where Christmnas- 
eve is kept with ter ceremonial than 
at Goldsberg. most remarkable fea- 
tures of this celebration:are said to derive 
their origin from a dreadful plague mera 
befel this town in 1553. A 
an ancient and now almest illegible r ond 
monument placed a the wall of the 
parish rors Goldsberg was ravaged in 
that year by a terrible plague’ which 
carried off above 2,500 persons. Oral 
tradition, indeed, affirms that there were 
not more than twenty-five housekeepers 
left alive in the place; and that. every 
house was shut up so strictly that.not one 
of the survivors knew what had become 
of his neighbour. Martinus Tabornus, 
speaking of this pestilonte ‘in what are 
called his * Cladibus Gold 
says it was so infectious that few houses 
were ever opened; every thing appeared 
dead and gone: the grass was growing i 
pore: laces and the number who pe 

ed 2,500. At this period, says 
tradition, one of the surviving inhabi- 
tants went to the Lower Ring, (as a par- 
ticular part of the town is-entitled. the 
Lower Ring,) at two o’clock on Christmas 
morning and sung a Christmas carol, with 
a view to animate those who had esca 
the plagne, the malignity of which had 
been stayed by the cold, to unite with him 
in the solemn celebration of an epoch so 
joyful to the human race. Some few 
ventured to him, and after singing another 
carol they repaired to the Upper Ring, in 
order to excite those who lived in its 
vicinity to accompany them in their 
thanksgiving. The ceremony.as it is 
now performed is said to have.arisen from 
a desire to perpetuate the remembranee of 
this affecting scene. About two o'clock 
in the morning there are frequently not 
less than 2,000 persons collected from the 





-tdwn, the suburbs and the villages . be. 


longing to the 4 nee, and assembled 
in the Lower R Most of these have 
All previously at ‘the rituals of Christ. 

mas-eve, which are celebrated at midni ht 
in the Franciscan Monastery. 
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hour the commander of the town guard 
collects the whole ‘of the ‘night police ‘in 
conjunction with the Ring Chanter as he 
is termed. This person is a townsman 
gern a@ good voice; he is fetched 

the Tickelley, ‘leads the train in 
procession to the Lower Ring and there 
forms them into a circle. The clock has 
no sooner struck two than the night watch 
proclaims the hour, and the Ring Chanter 
opens with the psalm * Unto us this day 
a child is born,’ in which he is not only 
joined by the whole assembled multitude, 
but at the very same instant by those 
who are waiting the signal in the Upper 
Ring ; every house encircling both Rings 
has its windows open and illuminated.— 
After singing the hymn, which begins 
* This day let us. praise, &c.’ the proces- 
sion moves forward to the Upper Ring 
where a fresh circle ey the hour is 
again proclaimed an nter sin: 
the two hyms * We sons of Christ,’ on 
¢ Let us bound for joy,’ the whole town 
re-cchoing them far and near. This por- 
tion of the ceremony being completed, at 
three o’clock the town bands perform 
several pieces with horns and trumpets on 
the tower of the town-hall; and the chanter 
of the Latin school who has joined them 
there with all his scholars afterwards 
begins the hymn, ‘ To God alone,’ ac- 
companied by horns, trumpets, and the 
voices of those in both rings. This is 
succeeded by vocal and instrumental music 
composed for the occasion. At four o’clock 
regular service is performed in the parish 
church, which is splendidly lighted up by 
children bearing innumerable stars. made 
of paper soaked in oil, wax torches, or 
what are ealled trees, presenting a blazing 
display of light. A sermon constitutes 
the next part of the ceremony, and the 
whole is dosed at six o’clock by a ‘ Te 
Deum,’ accompanied by horns and trum- 
pets. 





APPROACHING DEATH. 

It is with real concern we inform our 
readers that our much respected veteran 
1823, is in a es decline, and it is is - 
posed by his sicians cannot possibly 
survive he Wainesday. His death is 
occasioned by the loss of his beloved fa- 
mily, the months, weeks, and days; who 
have all successively d this life, 
and are entombed with their ancestors in 
the vault of Time. The worthy old gen- 
tleman, conscious of his approaching dis- 
solution, has assembled at his favourite 


his next heir 1824, who is deseendea in 
a direct line from the year 1. His charac- 
ter will be best read in the annals of his 
country. Suffice it to say, that like every 
thing human, it was a mixture of good 
and evil. Whatever were his errors; may 
they rest in oblivion, and his virtues live 
only to posterity. ++ 





MELPOMENE’S WILL. 
(For the Mirror. )° 

Mclpomenc late, 
Had a pain in her pate, 

Her body was all in a tremble ; 
Her silence she broke, 
Then sobbing bespoke, 

Her sable factotum Charles Kemble. 


“ T give and devise, 
My tears and my sighs, 
ly racks mighty voc’s to humble; 
My poison and scrolls, 
M and bowls, 
qn trust for the following jumble :— 


“ My sighs turn to neighs, 
To litter my plays, 
To gee ho! my tragedy speeches ; 
My bowls made for slaughter, 
To buckcts of water, 
My buskins to brown leather breeches. 


% Desdemona forlorn, 
With a sieve full of corn, 
Shall soften the rage of Othello ; 
His jealousy check, 
With a pat on the neck, 
And whisper ‘ so ho my poor fellow!’ 
“ In hiring my actors, 
In spite of detractors, 
Don’t look to their features or eye- 


85 
Ne’er guide your selection, 
By voice or complexion, 
But give a high price for the pie- 
balds.”” f 
Melpomene died, 
Chatles Kemble replied, 
‘ J like the experiment vastly ;°° 
So booted and spurr’d, 
He now trots in the herd, 
Of Merryman, Parker, and Astley. 





ON THE PRESENT STATE OF 
THE STAGE. 
(To the Editor of the Mirror. ) 
S1r—When so much is doing by-us to- 
wards civilizing: and converting our bre- 
thren in the east, should we not look at 


co! in Albany, some of his dcarestshome, and endeavour to amend the in- - 


fri in order to enliven his last mo- 
ments, and receive his last sigh. He will 
be: succeeded in his titles and estates by 


creasing irrationality, profligacyfand often 
savage ferocity that is met with among 
our own countrymen, by the daily fe: * 
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eorded commission of acts debasing even 
to the most rudg aml unculivated race, 


much more to a nation boasting of its 
civilization and _ That such a 
it is making most. alarming 
~ US, is sufficiently proved by 
en y-fact of our not being able 


take up @ newspaper FREE from the 
fh ILI mts age cgay do le 
in society without some of the abominable 
occurrences of the day being made the 
theme of discourse—nor are we able to 
pass from one extremity of the metropolis 
to the other without witnessing some spe- 
cies of gy aap what then, it may 


ep pelagic wg and 
wi am_ persuaded, t some 
correction, will eventually lead to 
subversion of. those and 
actions which should ever be the 
teristic. of a christian ty.. .I ask, 
tince the Stage is urged to be the school 
of virtue what good-is 


Don Giovanni, and others of a 

description ? The school. which teaches 
such lessons as are there set can never 
surely be recommended as frj to 


tendency ? How.can that which.is in its 
own nature evil, be produetive of good ? 





THE MIRROR. 


| 


f 
i 


FE 
i 
3 
g 
i 
: 
i 


rl 
ite 
l 


HL 
H 
it 
Er 
ee 
: 


i 


E 


i 
& 
eae 
é 
=i 


af 
B. 
e 
F 
E 


g 
z 
E 
E 





him. It seems that some, if not all, weré 
‘anciently called KNIGHTS RIDERS. — 


€ 
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loyal miscreant,” with many otlier ignoe - 


capacious place, to which the gentleman 
was conducted who was about to receive 
thé Honor of knighthood. Being eeated 
on a chair, decorated with green silk, it 
was demanded of him if he were of a good 
constitution, and able to undergo the fa- 
tigue REQUIRED in a soldier; also, 
whether he were a man of morals, 
and what credible witnesses he could pro- 


bishop, or’ chief prelate of the rch, 
administered the following ao: ¢ - 


gentlemen, widows, and orphans; am 
you shall shun no sbieanienss <i per- 


pearta: any war wherein you happen 
to ” 3 : 

“The oath lords led 
him to the who drew his sword, 
and laid it w head, » © God 


spurs. 

The ceremonies being over, the queen 
took him by the right hand, and a duchess 
by the left, and led him to a rich seat, 
Rim; the King sitting on his right hand, 
im ;. the king sitting on his right 
the queen’ oud Th 


ble ceremonies, he was thrown do' 
now 


stage with a rope; but the 
taw is usually put in execution, 
patching such traitorous by 
of musqueteers. 

In the time of the Saxons in Eng- 
land, — received their institutions 
at the 


hands of great Large with man: 
religious pris weve, but r the eae 
quest, this custom was restrained by a 
s at Westminster, A.D. H02, 3 
‘Kn Tithood anciently depended 
upon 
tenure, so that he who Held + knight's fee 
ight be compelled to take thesame, or 
umiaege a fine, which quite debarred the 


might claim the of 
thereby entitled to it. 

In the Third’s whoever 
had the yearly revenue FIFTEEN 
PouNDs in land, was com: to ree 


was in Italy ; 


Not, or could not, support the honour of 
hthood, 


should compound fer 3 dis- 
in those days, when the 


king 
made a knight he sat in state upon his - 
small? 


5 
r 
g% 
i 
: 


[ to.every knight 
he allowed one thousand shillings for'bis 
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tirely under subjection to their chief. 
‘The second class comprehended the mili- 
tary, which the sovereign established to 
encourage the nobility, and keep emiula- 
tion among the subjects in the wars, and 
the management of state affairs. 

-Thus were knights made and chosen, 
and thus disgraced, when they neglected 
the duties imperative on them. 

F. R—-. 


THE RACE COURSE. 
(For the: Mirror.) 
Sartorious,* thy name on the canvass will 


live 
When the life-breathing functions are 


cold ; 
And the glass of the sportsmen thy me- 
mory give 
Whenever Eclipse they behold. 
Like the worth of that horse (still un- 
rivalled in fame), 
Thy loss they will truly deplore ; 


And of¢ with a sigh on thy merits declaim, 


“Till the Race Course of Time is no 
more. Urtoria. 

* The celebrated animal painter of Eclipse, 

Diamond, Hambletonian, and-the principal 

race horses of any note, for the last half cen- 


tury. 
The Gatherer. 


“ T am but a Gatherer and disposer of other 
men’s stuff.”---Wotton. 
LINES IN AN. ALBUM. 
_(For the Mirror.) ° 
The late Lord Palmerston, while on 
a visit to.Crewe‘ Hall, Cheshire, the seat 
of Lord Crewe, wrote the following lines 
in the Album: < : 
‘** Here in rude state old chieftains dwelt, 
Who no fefinement-knew;: . . 
Small were the wants their bosoms felt, 
‘And their enjoyments few.. 
*¢’But now by taste and judgment plan’d, 
Throughout, these scenes. we find : 
The work of Art’s improving hand, 
With ancient splendour join’d. 
‘* And far more great the owner’s praise, 
In whom at once are shewn © 
The genuine worth of former days, 
_The graces of thy own.” 











MUSICAL PHENOMENON. 


is not only for rapi 
dity of which is. what is admired 
in a number 


performers; he unites to 
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a perfection of lightness and firmness of 
hand, an expression which has been 
wanting in other performers, whose repu- 
tation is, nevertheless, very high. ‘This, 
however, is what is least astonishing in 
the talents of this extraordinary child. 
He composes in the style of the greatest 
masters, and he improves on lessons given 
him with a facility so much the more 
marvellous asthe force and grace of ideas 
never fail him. Since Mozart, who asto- 
nished several courts of Europe at the age 
of- eight years, the musical world has 
certainly witnessed nothing so surprisiag 
as young Leist. We must not forget to 
notice a characteristic feature, which com- 

: pletes his fame as a real prodigy, which 
is; that having only recently begun to 
learn the French language, he already 
expresses himself in it with @ distinetness 
and sometimes with an elegance “which 
would do credit to many youths of 16 or 
18 years of age.—Paris Paper. 


PUNNING MOTTOS. 

Pie repone te.—(Repose in pious 
confidence.) Pierrepont, (or Pierrepoint.) 
Earl Manvwers. é ok 

Law.and Equity.—Law, Lord Elien- 
borough. (And ennobled by the Law.) 

Let Curzon. hold what Curzon held,— 

Curzon, Lord Curzon. - 








On the M ine pe Willis 
e Marriage of a Captain William 
Graves, to a lady of the name of Graves. 
_The Graves, ’tis said will yield the dead, 
When the last trampet shakes the skies; 
‘But, —— please, from Graves like 


ese, ; 
A dozen living. folks may: rise!) 
TO CORRESPON DENTS.: 


A new and saperfine paper having been 
made expressly for the Minnonzit was our in- 
tention to have comménced the-tigst Mumber of 
the Third Volume with it; we have, however, 
adopted it in the present ‘Namber, as a speci- 
men of the paper on which the Aitrnor wilf,in 
future, be printed,; Arrangemeots-have :also 
been made to give some peel inthe . 
literary department, nor will gt le or typo- 
graphical improvements be <n 
> Early in January will be » the Title 
and Frontispiece to the Seecoud Velume;, whi 

ee: 





nay be had of the Publisher, and all the. 


men. 
Oeulus and Stir en *p, wOur 
We have no recolie’ 


te ae 


ON. 
Hection of receiving the ar- 
ticles alluded to by i 
inquiring after any paps 
» ti or sod to 


shot 









Printed and, Published. by J. 
148, Strand, Crear Somertet 
by alt Newsmen and: 
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Christening ‘Customs, 124. 

Clock, Pantomimic, 47. 

+—— Work, curious, 128. 

Faces for, 239.” 


Cockney’s Journal, a, 252. 
Coliseum, the, 265 
Collingwood, Lord, Notice of, 202. 
Colliers, Dialect of the, 345. 
Colman, G. Epitaph by, 351. 
Combustion, a 121. 
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Conrad and Julia, a Tale, 326. 
Con; wae! Esquimaux, 431. 


Copper Mine at Fahlun, 193. 
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Cough, Recipe for, 367. 
Cranmer, Death of, 341. 
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a P. 
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Customs, Aneient, 515. 
Cutting off with a Shilling, 150. 


Nee an Amesican Bal- 


Domestic Hearth, the, 31. 





Economy, a Tale, ¥®. 


Etiquette, Spanish, 499 


—_ House, 353. 
Elephant o Massachusetts, the, 471. 
Sac 
P Soren ‘nw 
Erirapus, remarkable, oT moma 
Eequimaux, Manners of, 

Aneeote of the, 431. 


we of Hierorles297 
Oak described, 81, 131. 


| Fairy and the Scissors, 468. 


Falls of Wilberforce, oe 1. 
Fairy’s Song, the, 299. 

Fashion, on, 58. 

Female Heroism, 15. 

—— Character, Traits of, 313. 
Fiddler, a Poor, 389. 

Fire, to Prevent, 255. 

Fisher, Impromptu ~ Miss C, 36. 
Fire, to extinguish, 15. 

Fishermen, the, 440. iit 
Forth and Clyde Canal; 449.» 

Force of Habit, a Tale, 199. 

Forks, Origin of, at table, 454. . 
Fortune Telling, 330. 





Galley, the, 156. 
Garden Lh in baal, in Pat, 2 299. 


wot Mayors of, 216 
soar cag ied, 


oe on: moe ae "March te 
House, in which Born, 898. 
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Gloucester Cross, ‘329: 
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Hambro’ Pickles, Recipe for, 478. 
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